Protein and lipid disturbances in rat liver microsomal membranes after bile duct ligation.
An analysis of proteins, phospholipids and cholesterol from liver microsomal membranes was performed in normal and post-cholestatic rats. Bile duct ligated rats showed a progressive decrease of these membrane constituents. Minor changes in peptide analysis, a marked decrease of phosphatidylcholine and phosphatidylinositol, disappearance of phosphatidylethanolamine and sphingomyelin, and a clear increment of phosphatidylserine was observed in post-cholestatic as compared to normal group. It was concluded that extra-hepatic cholestasis produces structural changes on the liver microsomes, particularly on phospholipid profile.